The first meeting of the 2016/ 2017 session was held in Lecture Theatre 1 of GDH on Tuesday 25th October 2016 commencing at 7pm.
There were 75 members and guests in attendance. Apologies were received from 10 members. The minutes of the previous meeting, published online were approved.

The President, Mr Arshad Ali, welcomed the members and guests to the meeting. 

The President introduced the speaker Dr Christine Goodall and invited her to give her address to the society entitled ‘Violence in Scotland’.
Dr Goodall explained how she became involved in Medics against Violence. She explained that the charity was set up in 2008 with two Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery colleagues together with the violence reduction unit (VRU). There are now 250 members who include dentists and vets. She explained that the charity is involved with three programmes: MAV (schools), Navigator programme and ASC (Ask, Support, Care). Doctor Goodall then showed CCTV footage of any given Friday / Saturday night in the centre of Glasgow. It showed a group of young men fighting and then one young man running and ‘bumping into’ another man leaving a taxi with his girlfriend. We then see the other man disposing of the knife and being caught by the police 3-4 minutes later. The man leaving the taxi had been stabbed and was dead by the time the police caught up with the perpetrator. She then went onto discuss the life that the perpetrator had lived prior to the incident. In particular described the number of adverse childhood events (ACE) he had experienced and the significance of this.
Dr Goodall then went on to discuss violence in Scotland. She explained that there are two problems traditionally – violence which is an age old problem and alcohol. She showed the audience the maps of gang territories in Glasgow and the maps of gang members. She explained that the VRU started an initiative in 2010 to help gang members leave gangs. Both the victims of crime and the perpetrators are young, male and deprived. It is often only chance that separates the groups. Alcohol is a large factor in both groups.
In 2002 the WHO declared violence to be a public health issue and this has changed the way that people think about it. Since then a public health approach has been applied to it: Surveillance, identify risk and protective factors, develop and evaluate interventions and widespread implementation of successful interventions.

Dr Goodall then went onto discus the role of alcohol. She explained that the price of alcohol has not changed over the last 20 years. As it became more affordable people drink more and there has been an increase in alcohol related hospital admissions. It costs £3.6 billion per year to deal with alcohol related problems.

Dr Goodall then went onto explain that the UK is experiencing a 42 year low for violence. Homicide has decreased in the last 10 years and it decreasing even faster in Glasgow. There has been a 45% decrease in offending by young people since 2008. There has been a decrease in violent injury of 41% since 2005. There has also been a decrease in arrests involving an offensive weapon (knives) from 2005 – 2014. These are all a result of treating violence as a public health issue. 
The SALSUS 2015 survey which provides data on smoking, drinking, drug use and lifestyle issues amongst Scotland’s secondary school children shows that drinking amongst 13 to 15 year olds is the lowest since 1999 and those 13 to 15 year olds who have never drunk alcohol is the lowest since 1996.
Dr Goodall then described the MAV schools programme and the implementation of a new programme – MAV interns which is being piloted at Boclair Academy. The Navigator programme which helps to address the complex social issues that victims of alcohol often have is based at GRI and all of the navigators have experienced some of the issues that the patients have.

The ASC (Ask, Support, Care) programme is involved with domestic abuse. Dr Goodall discussed who victims of domestic abuse are and what domestic abuse consists of. She discussed who is at risk and how to recognise the signs and behaviours of victims of abuse. She explained that MAV not only trains dentists but also trains GMPS, Speech and language therapists, Pharmacists, the hair and beauty industry, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and Vets.

She concluded by telling the audience that it is everybody’s issue. 1 in 5 women and 1 in 6 men experience domestic abuse so everyone in the audience knows someone who has experienced domestic abuse. She asked that anyone looking for more information or interested in getting involved should go to the website: www. medicsagainstviolence.co.uk
The President then thanked Dr Goodall for her lecture and opened the floor to questions. The President asked Mr Fraser Murphy to propose the vote of thanks. He thanked the speaker for her clear concise manner and thanked her for a lecture which was both fascinating and scary. He asked the audience to thank the speaker in the usual manner. The President then presented Dr Goodall with a Glasgow Odontological Society paperweight.
The President then reminded the audience that. The Annual Dinner is on the 11th February 2017 at Loch Lomond Golf Club. This is a Saturday Night and the President has secured a reduced rate for overnight accommodation and ‘Bed and Breakfast’
The December meeting which is the Presidential Address is on the 6th December 2016 in the Lecture Theatre, Department of Human Anatomy, The Thomson Building, University of Glasgow will start early at 6pm with registration from 5.30pm

The next meeting is on Tuesday 15th November and the speaker is Mr Toby Gillgrass who will give his talk entitled ‘Orthodontic Indices: Who needs orthodontics?’
The meeting was closed at 20.21
